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Training Overview
If you are going on a trip, you will have to prepare. You will need to know
what to pack. You will need tickets or a map.
If you are going to work on a research team with people who have other
points of view, you will have to prepare. You will need to know how it is
going to work. You will need to know how different people can contribute
different types of knowledge.
This training package was developed for researchers, clinicians, people
with communication disabilities, their family members and friends. We want
to help people from different points of view plan and design research
together.
Our first project culminated in a two-day conference in October 2018. From
that conference, and the 102 people who participated in it, we learned a lot
about how this kind of research works. We also learned about what doesn’t
work.
This training program is based on what works. Each of the steps are
important. Each person on your team is important. Preparation to work
together will help make your team successful.
This project is funded through a Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute
(PCORI) Eugene Washington PCORI Engagement Award (Contract # EAIN-7111).
www.projectbridge.online
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Step 1: Webinars for Consumers

Webinar #1 - What is research? How can you get involved?
Topics Include:
● Defining research.
● Understanding the five steps of the scientific method
● Defining collaborative research.
● Understanding the Collaborative Research Model.
● How you can help with research.

Webinar #2 – How does aphasia research help us?
Topics Include:
● Best Practice Guidelines
● International Best Practice Guidelines (English-Speaking countries)
● Finding the best therapy for the individual that is evidence-based.

Webinar #3 – How you can contribute to research.
Topics Include:
● Review the five steps of the scientific method
● Review of some questions participants can ask researchers
● How everyone can help with research.
● How research helps everyone.
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Step 1: Webinars for Researchers

Webinar #1 – Involving patient partners benefits research
Topics Include:
● Defining collaborative research.
● Some benefits that arise with patient/consumer collaboration in
research.
● Some potential barriers that arise with patient/consumer collaboration
in research.

Webinar #2 – How to involve patient partners in research:
General models and approaches
Topics Include:
● Meaningful Patient Engagement in Research
● What people with aphasia and their families can and cannot do.
● How to use plain language or aphasia-friendly writing
● Collaborating with an Aphasia advisory group

Webinar #3 – Tools and Strategies for Involving People with
Aphasia in Research
Topics Include:
● Tips to write in an aphasia-friendly manner
● Learning about online resources, guidelines, and samples for
aphasia-friendly written material.
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Step 2: Learning Visits

What are regional centers?
● Each regional
center serves as a
connection point to
help recruit and
train new research
team members.
Together, they
make up our
research network.
● Our regional
centers are located
in:
○ The University of Nevada in Reno
○ Central Michigan University in Mt. Pleasant, MI
○ The University of Central Florida in Orlando, FL
○ Adler Aphasia Center in Maywood, NJ.
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Step 2: Learning Visits

The purpose of a learning visit is to give you a hands-on
experience. It will help you learn by being part of an
activity.
There are several different activities that can count as your
learning visit. Your Guide and Regional Center will help
you find one.
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Step 3: Connect- What Guides Do

As a Guide, you are expected to:
● Give guidance and instruction to a Newcomer within their
research teams.
● Provide resources, new information, and support to a
Newcomer within their research teams.
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Step 3: Connect- What Newcomers Do

As a Newcomer, you are expected to follow proper training by:
● Watching a webinar series for either participants or
researchers (3 webinars).
● Completing a learning visit with your chosen Guide
● Contacting your Guide every month for 3 months after you
have been paired together in a research team.
● Participating in a collaborative research team.
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How to Claim Your Badge
Guides will be awarded:
● The Research Partner Guide Badge and
a $200 stipend after completing:
○ The entire training pathway process
with a Newcomer.
○ Monthly check-ins after the research
team assignment.
Newcomers will be awarded:
● The Informed Supporter Badge and a
$75 stipend after completing 3 webinar
series.

● The Qualified Associate Badge and a
$125 stipend after completing a Learning
Visit in-person or online.

● The Research Team Partner Badge
after completing all 3 steps of the Training
Pathway.

We will send you your digital badge when you
complete each step.
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Now What?
1. Connect Through Our Website:

www.projectbridge.online

2. Share Results on Social Media:

@bridgeresearch

@ProjectBRIDGE3
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